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TIPS ON SCHOLARSHIP ESSAY 
                                                                 This handout is created by Kristina Yegoryan

The Key Points To include in The Essay
· Think of the essay as a scholarship interview: Convince that you are the one who needs financial assistance and deserves it because of your commitment and achievements. 

· Be specific, positive, and personal: The more to the point, the stronger you will sound. Turn any negative to a positive, and thus show that even an obstacle can be a motivation for an achievement. Do not generalize; write about yourself and your strengths.

· Understand the purpose: Show that you are the student, who has faced difficulties and financial need, but never gave up the pursuit of educational and future career goals. Moreover, emphasize that you have worked hard, demonstrate your achievements through examples or facts such as GPA, honors, community involvement, leadership or any outstanding positions. Also, confirm that you are still eagerly pursuing your academic goal(s). 

·  Identify : Your academic goal, major, GPA, and show a considerable achievement  by mentioning obstacles and the commitment for education  

· Use an academic essay structure: Introduction, Body, and Conclusion
        Introduction: Begin with a strong introduction that draws in the reader’s attention.  Tell briefly about yourself, your academic and career goals as well as state the steps you have done for the pursuit of your goals


   Thesis: As the last sentence of your introduction, state your opinion

that you deserve to win the scholarship, and support it by mentioning why you should be  considered  as the candidate  to win. State at least three reasons that show (1) obstacles and financial need you have and are still facing,  (2) your motivations, commitment, and achievements, as well as (3) how the scholarship will encourage you in your further achievements.
               Body:  Develop the supporting qualifications mentioned in the thesis by providing concrete details, facts, examples.  (1) identify the obstacles you have confronted and are still facing, (2) As a contrast, show your commitment for education and for achieving your goals (state if you are full or part time student and your GPA). Mention what has motivated you to choose your major, and how you have succeeded so far. (3) State how the scholarship will be a motivation for new achievements.

              Conclusion:  Confirm your opinion that you deserve to be the scholarship winner and restate briefly the supporting qualifications you have mentioned in your thesis. Re-convey who you are and your motivations for receiving a scholarship. End with optimism and reaffirm that scholarship will not only be a financial assistant that you need so much, but most importantly an encouragement for more achievements toward the pursuit of your goals.  

· Proofread and check the word limit requirement               [image: image3.png]
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